treatment of the insane. Thanks be to God, men's eyes are now opened to the folly as well as the sin of punishing the worst of human misfortunes as a crime, and of attempting to subdue or correct the diseases of the mind by the infliction of suffering upon the body. Language like this ^ay be considered as putting a too charitable construction on the motives those who could act so ; and truly we must confess that, in the majority instances, it was cruel selfishness rather than want of knowledge, wilful ^sensibility rather than prejudice or error, in short, the evil passions of ^an's heart much more than the ignorance of man's head, that were the real causes of those terrible and most revolting enormities that used to be? would that they had utterly ceased to exist in the present day !?perpetrated within the walls of lunatic asylums. How humiliating a reflection xt is that human beings, when left to themselves, unawed by the disgrace ?f detection or the fear of punishment, should treat their fellow-creatures "Worse than the very beasts beneath their feet! The vilest of mankind [July 1 would blush to chain up a helpless brute in a dark damp cell, and there to leave it to wallow in its own mire, without clothing or sufficient food, but with no lack of blows, often and mercilessly inflicted. Yet such was actually the treatment that was too frequently the portion of him that is fashioned in his Creator's image, and made instinct with immortality.
The faculties of the poor maniac's mind may indeed be unhinged and perverted, but it would seem to have been forgotten that still the mind is there ; and, for ought that we know, the Almighty himself may condescend to hold intercourse with that very spirit, which man, in his impiety, supposes to be wholly eclipsed. It is only, we believe, by taking this high view of the subject, and by contemplating the relationship that subsists between all members of the human family to each other, and to Him who hath made and who knoweth all things, that we can ever hope to obtain a safe and unerring guide in our efforts to correct many of the worst evils of our social system. The science of political ethics has too often set all principles of justice, not to talk of mercy, at defiance. There is no want of instances to prove the truth of this assertion. Take, for example, the history of the criminal code in this or in any other nation of the earth. What, it may be fairly asked, has been the great defect in all legislative enactments upon this most important subject ? Is it not the case that the only object and aim have uniformly been to deter by fear, on the one hand, and inflict condign punishment upon the offender on the other ? Have the laws ever sought to prevent the commission of crime by duly instruct- ing the people in the knowledge of their duties, and by encouraging them in their exercise ? or have they, while they awarded pains and penalties for their infraction, simultaneously endeavoured to correct the evil principles or enlighten the ignorance that led to that infraction ? Hitherto little, very little, has been done, or even sought to be done, in either of these ways. A criminal is detected, apprehended, thrust into the company of those more hardened in vice than himself, tried, convicted, and punished?let us suppose by imprisonment. What is the ordinary result ? he comes out more depraved and corrupted than before; none will employ or trust him ; he cannot starve; he is forced almost by necessity to the the commission of a new crime ; and thus things go on from bad to worse, until, perhaps, his life is at length forfeited to the laws, or he is driven a disgraced outcast to a penal land. Now something very similar to all this has been, in one respect at least, the condition of our soldiers and sailors ; and the plan of treatment, that has been pursued towards them, has been, ?until within the last 30 years or so?founded upon equally enlightened and humane principles. A man was found guilty of some (it might be very petty) offence, and forthwith he was ordered to have 100 lashes. The same or a similar offence was repeated; 300 was the number now assigned. A third time, the effect of 500 was now tried ; but still with- 
